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Lent 2—Year B 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

Psalm 22: 22-30 

Romans 4:13-25 

Mark 8:31-38 

 

Tough passage today from Mark. Jesus is doing some truth telling, and Peter doesn’t like it one 

bit. And to get why this is such a big deal, we’ve got to back up and understand the exchange 

that had just happened before Peter rebukes Jesus. 

 

Jesus and his disciples were on their way to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the 

way, Jesus asked them, “Who do people say that I am?” They gave their various answers—

“John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets,” but it was Peter, who was brave and bold, 

who said, “You are the Christ.” Peter got it right. He got the words right. 

 

But when Jesus begins to teach them what that means, it does not go well with Peter. Jesus 

began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the scribes. The elders, chief priest and 

scribes—all of these are religious leaders and office holders, but they were also positions in the 

governance of that society. Let me break this down—the elders were those advanced in age, 

those who managed public affairs and administered justice, the chief priests were those who 

had great power in the State and who had great influence in public affairs and the scribes were 

the clerks, the recorders of the policy, the “staffers.” The Son of Humanity must undergo 

great suffering and be rejected by these. and be killed, and after three days rise again. 

Jesus said all this quite openly. 

 

And when Peter heard this, when Peter heard what it means to stand in solidarity with the 

suffering of humanity, when Peter heard that standing in that place is going to set you up for 

rejection by all those who hold power and position, and that that suffering and rejection are 

going to be accompanied by death, and that that death won’t have the final word, but that the 

Son of Humanity is going to rise again, even more full of life, even more determined, and that 

knowing all of this sets you free to speak quite openly about what is really true; when Peter 

heard all this, it didn’t square with his understanding of what it means to be the Christ, the 

Anointed One, the Messiah; it didn’t square with his understanding of how power and position 

and privilege work.  

 

To Peter’s mind, that person is on top, not crushed underneath suffering rejection and death, 

and so Peter rebuked Jesus; he reprimanded Jesus, he tried to keep Jesus down and in check. 

 

But Jesus turning and looking at his disciples—STOP RIGHT THERE. The word disciple, 

what does it mean? (pause) It means “student,” “learner.” Jesus turning and looking at his 

students, looking at those who were learners, Jesus turning and looking at them, rebuked 

Peter and Jesus said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

 



 2 

Sisters and brothers, I ask you, given the suffering and rejection and killing that has occurred in 

the past week and a half that has thrown another spotlight on the gun violence that keeps raining 

down on innocents, where, pray tell, do you think the Son of Man has planted himself? 

(pause) I’m guessing that he has planted himself right where he always does, at ground zero 

of the suffering, rejection, and killing, which means that Jesus is right smack in the middle of 

these students and their families from Parkland who have captured the attention of our nation. 

That’s what the cross is—God standing in solidarity with rejection, suffering, and death. 

 

They are the Word-made-flesh, right here in 2018. They have suffered unthinkable loss and 

trauma, and that suffering earns them the right to speak and get a hearing. And while some are 

hearing what they have to say—and here, I applaud the President and all the officials who have 

met with the students and families and have listened to what they have to say because it’s not 

easy to be in the room and be present to such pain—so, while some are giving them a hearing, 

it’s also clear that there’s an awful lot of rejection going on by those who hold power and office; 

a lot of dodging; a lot of dismissing their call to action; a lot of dismissing their solutions out-of-

hand.  

 

But these students and teachers are those who have been been killed, 17 quite literally, and 

the survivors have suffered the death of their innocence. And the Son of Man died right along 

with them, and the Son of Man is most certainly rising in the sheer lifeforce that has 

propelled them forward this week. And they are talking quite openly.  
 

And yes, there are plenty of voices rebuking them, trying to keep them down, trying to keep them 

in check. But they’re having none of it. Because they are the Word-made-flesh, and when they 

hear that voice rebuking them, they turn around and look at all the other students and 

learners, those living and those they’ve lost, and they rebuke that voice telling them to keep 

quiet and stop rocking the boat, telling them that they’re too young to know what they’re talking 

about. 

 

And here, could we just remember what Isaiah says, “And a little child shall lead them…” 

We’d do well to remember that this passage from Isaiah 11:1-9 is the vision of the peaceable 

kingdom where “the wolf is living with the lamb, the leopard’s lying down the with kid, the 

calf and the lion and the fattling together, and a little child shall lead them.” These students 

are challenging all these forces that have been devouring one another; they are crying out to all 

of them to stop the turf-protecting, stop the fighting, get out of the ideological bunkers, and solve 

this. 

 

When you suffer, when you’re rejected, when you die, you are free; you are fearless; and you 

are free to speak the truth quite openly. And these students, they’re not going away. 

 

With all the other students firmly in their mind’s eye, they call it straight—“Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things. Get behind 

me, all you adversaries who oppose my desire for life! For you’re not setting your mind on 

God’s interests, you’re not thinking as God thinks, but you are fixated on your own small 

vision, your own human interest.” And their voices, they are incredibly unsettling. Voices set 

free are always unsettling, most especially unsettling to power. 
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And they, this collective Word-made-flesh, they are calling a crowd around all the other 

students and learners, and they are giving voice and putting flesh on what Jesus says next—

“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 

who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 

the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels.” 
 

In a nutshell, these students are calling those in power, and all of us, to choose—to follow Jesus 

is going to involve denying ourselves of something—esteem, privilege, power, position, 

campaign donations—it’s going to involve bearing a cross. Let’s be clear here, it’s going to 

involve getting crucified because that’s where fearless love with arms stretched out always 

leads.  
 

Jesus is echoing through their cries, “If you want to save your little life, save your little piece 

of turf, save your ideological bent, save the life you’ve staked out for yourself walled off 

from the suffering of others, well, you will lose any sense of the life that is truly whole.  

 

And those who are willing to lose their life for the sake of the Son of Humanity, and for the 

sake of the gospel that seeks to make whole and reconcile all people to God and to one 

another—no exceptions—those who pursue that path, oh, they will find the wholeness that 

heals the soul.”  
 

To all those in power, and to all of us who have ears to listen, these students are giving voice 

and bringing life to Jesus’ words—“For what will it profit you to gain the whole world, to 

gain everything you think will bring you security, and forfeit your life, your soul, your place 

in the common good, your connection to the whole of humanity.” 
 

“Really,” they are saying, “what can you give in return for your life?” These students, these 

God-made-flesh incarnations, they know this, not just as some abstraction of beautiful words, 

but in their lived experience!  

 

Do we? Do we know this in our lived experience? 

 

And they just don’t let up—“Those who are ashamed of me and my words, in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, in this generation who has made an idol out of guns and security and 

missed the mark of a good and right balance of rights and the common good, if you are 

ashamed of me and these words that I am crying out, just know, the Son of Humanity will 

not be pleased when that excruciating conversation comes, and he is asking you if you had 

ears to hear and the will to act when that suffering Word-made-flesh was crying out in your 

hearing.” 
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I’m not prescribing policy solutions here, but I am saying that, as people of faith, we’ve got to 

consider where we are positioning ourselves. In this moment in the life of our nation, we are 

being asked to join the Son of Humanity where he has planted himself, right in the midst of 

this open wound in our nation. Jesus doesn’t divorce himself from the issues of the day, but 

he plants himself squarely in the middle of them. As people of faith, we don’t enter this arena 

as neutral observers of the debate, but we give weight to the voices that God always lifts up—

the voices of suffering, the voices being rejected, the voices from those who’ve been silenced 

and killed.  

 

So, what would it mean to follow these students who have taken on his flesh and are 

challenging the powers-that-be who seem more than willing to forfeit their life if it means 

they can profit and gain the whole world?  

 

What would it mean to follow students and learners, and not just on the question of gun 

violence, but on all the questions that are vexing us where humanity is suffering, and people 

are being rejected and dying? What would it look like to cut through all the ideological 

divides and just hold fast to an ethic of life? What would it look like to lose our self-interest 

to find a greater wholeness and rediscover the common good that Christ holds in his cosmic 

body? 

 

This is a really specific, particular moment in the life of our country, but God has always had a 

bent for coming to us with specificity and particularity at a specific place at a specific time 

through particular people—that’s what the Incarnation—God-made-flesh in Jesus—is all 

about.  

 

I’m going to ask all of our young people to stand and stay standing. All of you who are students 

and learners, and all of you who are gathered here around them, lean into this moment.  

 

Listen, watch, learn, follow, check your desire to silence the voices that make you 

uncomfortable, heed the wisdom being spoken, especially by the young, be a disciple, be a 

student, be a learner, learn from the students, listen for what God is speaking in your own 

heart.  

 

Search for your voice, claim it, speak it, don’t back down when adversarial voices come at 

you, lose your life, find a bigger life, join the rising that always comes on the other side of 

the cross.  

 

The Son of Humanity is crying out, the Son of Humanity is calling, take up your cross and 

follow him—it’s the only way we’re going to be saved in the deepest sense of that word; it’s 

the only way we’re going to be made whole. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Rev. Cynthia K. R. Banks  

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Boone, NC 

February 25, 2018 


