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Second Sunday after the Epiphany—Year A 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-12 
I Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42 
 
This morning, we get our first call story, but it’s really different than the calling-the-fishermen-to-leave-
their-nets call story we’ll get next week. This one has some intrigue; this one poses some questions that 
go to the core; this one is going to poke around in our deepest longings and unspoken desires. Curious? 
Let’s jump in. 
 
It’s the first chapter of the gospel of John, and John is just hanging out when he sees Jesus coming 
toward him. John declares, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world;” John 
declares that “this is the one who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” Cryptic talk, indeed.  
 
Continuing down the rabbit hole, John then goes on to reveal something even more puzzling when he 
says, “I myself did not know him,” and he says it not just once, but twice. How is that possible? This is 
his cousin, right? So, how is it that John doesn’t know him? This may bother us, but it doesn’t seem to 
bother John.  
 
He’s pretty clear that he, John, came baptizing with water so that this Lamb of God might be revealed 
to Israel. And in John’s obedience to the work given him to do, he sees the bigger picture—he sees the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and remaining on this mysterious one, and John hears 
that Voice that comes from somewhere beyond say to him, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” John may not know him, but he has eyes to 
see, and what he sees, he can’t deny. John is able to testify, fully, that this Jesus, this Lamb of God, this 
one is the Son of God. 
 
The next day, John’s again just hanging out, standing there with two of his disciples, and as he 
watches Jesus walk by, he exclaims, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” His two disciples hear this, 
and they turn around and take off following Jesus.  
 
Not sure how John felt about that, but be that as it may, when Jesus turns around and sees them 
following, Jesus says to them, “What are you looking for?” Ah, the perennial question, “What are you 
looking for?” Not, interestingly enough, “Who are you looking for?” but “What are you looking for?” 
It’s bigger than a “who, at least as the disciples understand that “who.” Jesus is dialing into that place 
of longing and desire and dreams that lives deep within us in hidden places. 
 
The two disciples are swimming around up here on the surface—they think they’re looking for a 
teacher, because they answer, “Rabbi” (which is translated Teacher), “where are you staying?” While 
Jesus is asking the perennial question that pierces the soul, he can work with their curiosity. Jesus is 
the consummate I’ll-meet-you-where-you-are spiritual guide. So, Jesus says, “Come and see.” And, 
lo and behold, those two disciples did. They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 
with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon—strange little detail to include, rather 
specific, and a great reminder that God meets us not in a general, ambiguous way, but in the specific, 
particular stuff of our lives right here and right now. 
 
One of these two disciples who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew. He first went and 
found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 
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Anointed), and he brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at Simon and said, “You are Simon son of 
John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  
 
Rabbi is translated Teacher, Messiah is Anointed, Cephas is Peter— lots of translating in this gospel 
as if to say, right from the beginning, “There’s a lot that’s going to need translating when it comes to 
this Jesus guy; there’s a lot that will seem puzzling and perplexing, but it’s worth the work to wrestle 
with it to understand what’s going on here.” 
 
There is so much good, juicy stuff here. We think of call stories as big and clear, and usually for special 
people and not for the ordinary likes of you and me. But in this very first archetypal call story in 
John’s gospel, it’s full of not really knowing the one who is calling us, and listening to that Voice that 
whispers in our ear that this is worth paying attention to; it’s full of allowing ourselves to be 
confronted with the question, “What are you looking for?” and leaning into an invitation to “come 
and see” and taking a risk to follow someone because there is something compelling  about them, 
even if you don’t fully know them; it’s being willing to be excited that there really is something to this 
Jesus guy, and going and grabbing a brother or sister or friend and sharing that you’ve found what 
you’ve been looking for, even if you don’t fully understand it—that there is something deep inside  of 
you that says, “I’m home;” and it’s being willing to risk something of yourself with this Lamb of God 
simply because someone you trust thinks it’s a path worth checking out. 
 
There is a lot of trusting in this call story, and very little certainty; a lot of intuition, and very little clear-
cut step-by-step directions; a lot of come and see… 
 
And then, the really cool thing is just when we think we know who we are, Jesus comes along, identifies 
who we are, and then tells us who we will now be. The name change. Name changes are significant, 
profound, and not always easy, neither for the person getting the new name, nor for those around 
them. How many times do you think Andrew called Peter, Simon, and don’t get me started on their 
mother.  Change is always hard.  
 
But this name change thing is a theme in the bible. We think we know who we are; we think we know 
what our path is to be, but how many times does that certainty only constrict us, and what about those 
who are never quite sure what path it is that they are to follow? God is always playing with people’s 
names, always calling them out of the box that they have put themselves in and calling them to a 
more expansive vision of themselves and their work in this world. It is worth asking ourselves, “What 
is our new name?” We got a piece of it last week, “Beloved Child of God with whom God is well 
pleased.” But what other new names might Jesus be longing to give us? Simon would be Cephas, Peter, 
“the rock,” and Isaiah knew of those full of grief who were to get a new name—“oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord to display God’s glory.” Play with it, what new name might God be longing 
to give you? 
 
And this theme of a vision bigger than my small frame is echoed in Isaiah when Isaiah understands 
that “the Lord called me before I was born, in my mother’s womb,” and how he thought his call was 
to “raise up the tribes of Jacob and restore the survivors of Israel,” and how God wanted to “give 
him as a light to the nations, that God’s salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” Isaiah 
thought his call was to be this, and God wants it to be THIS, so much bigger. 
 
Call is never just a straight line progressing ever upward; it is always full of twists and turns and 
sojourns into the desolate pit. Walking this path is about trusting, along with the psalmist, that God 
can take us from the desolate pit, pull us out of the mire and clay, and place us on a high cliff, which 
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is scary, and make our footing sure, which is safe. And what we don’t know is that people are always 
watching our journey, and they stand in awe when they see us come out of the pit and then, risk going 
high, and sometimes, that’s what enables them to trust God. The psalmist reminds us that we are called 
to speak of God’s faithfulness and deliverance; we are called to not conceal God’s faithfulness and 
love; we need to tell the story of all that God has done for us. 
 
And I Corinthians comes right on the heels of the psalm and reminds us that we are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift. Hear that again, we are not lacking in any spiritual gift. 
 
On this 3rd Sunday in January, what are you looking for? Can you allow that question to pierce your 
soul and settle into your heart? Can you hear John say to you, “Look, here is the Lamb of God; here’s 
someone worth your time, and your heart, and your life?” Can you say a gentle “yes” to Jesus’ 
invitation to “come and see”—not just with your words, but with your time, with your body, with 
your presence, in those really specific four o’clock moments of your life? Can you risk telling a 
stranger, or even harder, someone you love, of your crazy experiences with the holy and invite them 
to come and see? Can you hear the story of another and have that be enough to start down this road 
of faith and following? Can you allow Jesus to look you in the eye, know who you are, and change your 
name giving you an expanded vision of yourself, an expanded identity to explore? 
 
There’s a lot to this call business. If it all seems too much, just come and see for yourself. Your heart 
has already leapt at the sound of his voice; it’s just waiting for you to catch up. Amen. 
 
 
The Rev. Cynthia K. R. Banks 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Boone, NC 
January 19, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
Isaiah 

• the Lord called me before I was born, in my mother’s womb, and I think my call is to be this, and 
God wants it to THIS, so much bigger 

 
Psalm 

• God takes us from the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay, and places us on a high cliff (scary) 
and makes our footing sure (safe) 

• People are watching us and stand in awe when they see us come out of the pit and go high—then 
they are willing to trust God 

• We are called to speak of God’s faithfulness and deliverance; we are called to not conceal God’s 
faithfulness and love—need to tell the story of all that God has done for us 
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I Corinthians 

• We are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
 
John 

• John “didn’t know him” whom he baptized—what does that mean? Of course John knew him; 
Jesus was his cousin 

• That perennial question: “What are you looking for?”—not “who” but “what” 
• The would-be disciples answer with “Where are you staying?” 
• Jesus answers, “Come and see.” 
• They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained 
• Andrew had to go find his brother—he knew they had found the Messiah 
• Andrew brings Simon to Jesus—Jesus tells him who he is, and then changes his name—tells 

who he now will be 
 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may 
be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Old Testament 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Listen to me, O coastlands, 

pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, 

while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 

in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 

in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, “You are my servant, 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 

and my reward with my God.” 
 
And now the Lord says, 

who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 

and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord, 

and my God has become my strength— 
he says, 
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, 
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
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Thus says the Lord, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

the slave of rulers, 
“Kings shall see and stand up, 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 
The Response 
Psalm 40:1-12 
Expectans, expectavi 

1 I waited patiently upon the Lord; *  
he stooped to me and heard my cry. 

2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; *  
he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth,  
a song of praise to our God; *  
many shall see, and stand in awe,  
and put their trust in the Lord. 

4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *  
they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 

5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!  
how great your wonders and your plans for us! *  
there is none who can be compared with you. 

6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *  
but they are more than I can count. 

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *  
(you have given me ears to hear you); 

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, *  
and so I said, “Behold, I come. 

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *  
‘I love to do your will, O my God;  
your law is deep in my heart.”‘ 

10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *  
behold, I did not restrain my lips;  
and that, O Lord, you know. 

11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;  
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *  
I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation. 

12 You are the Lord;  
do not withhold your compassion from me; *  
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever, 

 
The Epistle 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 
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To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, 
together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord 
and ours: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—just 
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not lacking in any 
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you 
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Gospel 
John 1:29-42 
John saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he 
was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”  
 
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, 
he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard 
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to 
Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” 
(which is translated Peter). 
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