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The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost—Proper 12—Year A 
I Kings 3:5-12 
Psalm 119:129-136 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Today, the Collect prays that we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the 
things eternal, but our scriptures today also remind us that the opposite is true—to contemplate 
the kingdom of heaven, you’ve got to have your feet firmly on the earth. This is true of 
leadership; this is true of discipleship; this is true in the most intimate spaces of our hearts and 
in the most expansive places of our imagination. And, at the heart of all of it, there is a beautiful 
humility. 
 
Let’s start with Solomon in I Kings. Solomon is a newly minted, fairly young king. God comes 
to him in a dream and says to Solomon, “Ask what I should give you.” That’s an important 
lesson right there—God wants us to make known what we need.  
 
Solomon is clear that God’s great and steadfast love that God showed toward David was all 
wrapped up in David’s faithfulness and his righteousness and in his uprightness of heart 
toward God. Mind you, it sure wasn’t about David’s perfection, because he got a whole lot wrong 
in his actions concerning Bathsheba and Uriah, but through wrenching and devastating loss, 
David was humbled, and he changed and grew and matured.  
 
Solomon confesses to God his youth and inexperience. Solomon feels the weight of leadership 
on his shoulders, and he wants to get it right. So, here’s what he asks for: “Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; 
for who can govern this your great people?”  
 
An understanding mind, the ability to discern between good and evil, an awareness that he is a 
servant and that greatness lies in God’s people—there is a humility to what Solomon asks for, 
and this pleases God. God replies: “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for 
yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 
understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a 
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise 
after you.”  
 
God is aware that Solomon has checked his ego, checked his desire for personal gain, and 
checked his thirst for retribution, and God is also aware that these are rare qualities in those who 
rule, but these are the very qualities so essential to those who lead. As people of faith, these 
are the qualities we need to cultivate as we lead, and these are the qualities we need to see in 
those whom we follow. 
 
Paul continues to lead us on the humble road. He lays out our limitations right from the start: 
“The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows 
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what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God.”  
 
We simply don’t know how to pray, but it’s okay, because the Spirit dwells deep within us, and 
helps us in our weakness, and intercedes—prays for us—with sighs too deep for words. When 
we just can’t find the words to utter in prayer, the Spirit communicates in the language of sighs 
too deep for words—that’s empathy in the highest degree. And God understands that language 
of weakness and suffering; God’s always got an ear tuned to the cries of God’s people. And 
for Paul, the mind of the Spirit is anchored deep in the heart, sending out the signal that God 
can locate as God continually searches our heart.  
 
Paul’s vision is so comforting. It takes the pressure off of us. We don’t ever have to have the 
perfect words to pray. Sighing and letting the Spirit join us there is enough. 
 
And, from there, Paul moves into a deeply hopeful place. Reminding us that all things work 
together for good for those who love God. Even in the biggest messes, God can still bring forth 
life. He talks about how we are predestined—a word that became so problematic with Calvin’s 
thought in Reformation times, but a word that simply means “appointed from before,” and here, 
Paul is talking about how we are appointed to be conformed to the image of the Son, to the 
image of Christ. We are to be shaped and formed until we bear a striking family resemblance 
to Christ. Paul reminds us that those whom God appoints, God calls—God invites—and those 
whom God invites, God justifies—another challenging word, but one that simply means “to 
render one as one ought to be, to cause to become righteous,” to justify is to provide the way for 
us to live an aligned life with God—and, Paul continues, those whom God justifies, God 
glorifies—God causes “the dignity and worth of that person to become manifest and 
acknowledged.”  
 
And here’s the amazing thing, in all of this, GOD is doing the heavy lifting. These are actions 
initiated from God’s side—God appoints, God calls, God justifies, God glorifies. It’s really 
NOT all up to us. God is driving this process, which means we can simply be the human beings 
whom God has made; we can simply be the fallible, limited, glorious, image-of-God-bearing, 
breath-of-God-breathing human beings that we are. 
 
Then, Paul really gets cranked up! He reminds us that God has gone all in with us, not even 
withholding his Son. And Christ Jesus has gone all in with us, interceding for us always.  
 
And then, in words that have brought solace, hope, and confidence for thousands of years, Paul 
gives us this: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
...No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
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NOTHING, NOTHING, NOTHING can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  
 
The ground beneath our feet make shake, but we are wrapped in the unshakeable love of God. 
THAT LOVE is absolutely, unfathomably secure, and from THAT place, we can move 
through this world with boldness and confidence and grace and mercy, feet firmly planted on 
earth, rooted deep in the heart of God, with a vision from the vantage point of eternity where 
we know, as blessed Julian of Norwich would say, “And all shall be well, and all shall be well, 
and all manner of thing shall be well.”  
 
And this morning, Jesus just keeps trying to help the crowds catch this glorious vision of the 
kingdom of heaven. The kingdom of heaven is like, the kingdom of heaven is like…the kingdom 
of heaven is like a mustard seed that grows into the great big bush to give the birds of the air 
a place to come make a nest; the kingdom of heaven is like yeast which a woman mixes in 
with flour until all of it’s leavened. Both of these images expand our imagination. And for 
crowds that felt harassed and helpless and powerless and tired, to imagine the kingdom as a 
place of rest and to believe that the yeast of the kingdom held the potential to transform 
everyone with whom it came in contact—these were mind-blowing, revolutionary ways to think! 
 
The other images that Jesus gives this morning were addressed to the disciples. Remember last 
week, once they were back at the house, they’d asked Jesus to explain that parable of the 
weeds. After he does that, he goes on to help them imagine the kingdom of heaven.  
 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field or a merchant who finds that one 
pearl of great value, and once you find that, you go all in and you sell everything you sell 
everything you have and you go buy that field, go buy that one great pearl. The kingdom of 
heaven casts a wide net and pulls in fish of every kind, and at the end of the age, as we learned 
last week, those wise and discerning angels will sort it out.  
 
For those who follow Jesus, Jesus is saying, “Once you taste this kingdom, once you dip in and 
experience this way of life, this way of being, it’s worth going all in. And don’t be paralyzed by 
your judgments of good and bad—we’re at this for the long haul. Just join in the kingdom work 
of casting a really wide net.” 
 
There is a humility to the disciples as they ask Jesus to explain these things, and there is a 
humility to the images that Jesus gives us to imagine the kingdom. All of them are images tied 
to the things of this earth; they’re not so abstract. Mustard seeds and birds; yeast and flour 
and leavening; treasures in fields; pearls of great price; fish of every kind and wide, wide nets. 
Jesus gets us to imagine a kingdom that we can touch and taste and see and know to help us 
understand that this isn’t some heavenly-ever-hereafter abstraction, but this is an eternal 
reality that is already taking root here and now in this world. 
 
Sometimes, when the work of this world seems endless and overwhelming, it is helpful to take 
a step back and ask for wisdom and understanding, like Solomon did. It is helpful to remember 
that we are caught up in an eternal communication feedback loop with God with the Spirit 
and Jesus interceding on our behalf and that there is NOTHING that can separate us from 
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that LOVE. It is helpful to let Jesus inspire our imaginations to dream of what the kingdom 
of heaven can be like. He’s primed the pump and started that process, but, as Paul reminds us, 
we have a part to play—God has appointed us, called us, rendered us as we ought to be, 
conformed us to Jesus’ likeness, and is drawing out our infinite dignity and worth as we 
speak.  
 
We are more than conquerors; we are more than the victory; we are little mustard seeds with 
tremendous potential; we are yeast who leaven; we are treasure hunters, even as we are 
treasure; we are merchants with discerning eyes, even as we are priceless pearls; we are woven 
into a great and vast net, even as we are fish of every kind; we are midwives of the kingdom of 
heaven, joining Jesus in birthing a whole new creation. We are close to the ground, even as 
we keep our eyes trained on the kingdom of heaven, knowing that Jesus never pushes that 
kingdom off to some far-off future, but always speaks of it as here and now and close. 
 
Amidst a torrent of bad news, amidst so much that feels overwhelming and before which we 
are powerless, we are rooted in such deep soil—God will give us what we need, even when 
we’re not sure how to ask; and Jesus will lift our eyes and keep firing our imagination, which 
is the necessary fertilizer to the hope that sustains us. And through it all—NOTHING, 
NOTHING can separate us from the LOVE of God. If we root ourselves there, then we have 
nothing to fear. Amen. 
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